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The Georgia Milestones Assessment System

Dear Student,

The Georgia Milestones American Literature and Composition EOC
Study/Resource Guide for Students and Parents is intended as a
resource for parents and students.

This guide contains information about the core content ideas and skills
that are covered in the course. There are practice sample questions
for every unit. The questions are fully explained and describe why

each answer is either correct or incorrect. The explanations also help
illustrate how each question connects to the Georgia state standards.

The guide includes activities that you can try to help you
better understand the concepts taught in the course. The standards
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The Georgia Milestones Assessment System

GEORGIA MILESTONES END-OF-COURSE (EOC)
ASSESSMENTS

The EOC assessments serve as the final exam in certain courses. The courses are:

English Language Arts
¢ Ninth Grade Literature and Composition
e American Literature and Composition

Mathematics

e Algebral

* Analytic Geometry
e Coordinate Algebra
* Geometry

Science
» Physical Science
e Biology

Social Studies
e United States History
e Economics/Business/Free Enterprise

All End-of-Course assessments accomplish the following:

e Ensure that students are learning
e Count as part of the course grade

 Provide data to teachers, schools, and school
districts

« ldentify instructional needs and help plan how to
meet those needs

e Provide data for use in Georgia’s accountability
measures and reports
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How to Use This Guide

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

Let’s get started!

First, preview the entire guide. Learn what is discussed and where to find helpful
information. You need to keep in mind your overall good reading habits.

¢ Start reading with a pencil or a highlighter in your hand and sticky notes nearby.

¢ Mark the important ideas, the things you might want to come back to, or the
explanations you have questions about. On that last point, your teacher is your best
resource.

¢ You will find some key ideas and important tips to help you prepare for the test.
¢ You will learn about the different types of items on the test.

¢ When you come to the sample items, don’t just read them, do them. Think
about strategies you can use for finding the right answer. Then read the analysis
of the item to check your work. The reasoning behind the correct answer is
explained for you. It will help you see any faulty reasoning in those you may
have missed.

¢ For constructed-response questions, you will be directed to a rubric, or scoring
guide, so you can see what is expected. The rubrics provide guidance on how
students earn score points, including criteria for how to earn partial credit for these
guestions. Always do your best on these questions. Even if you do not know all of
the information, you can get partial credit for your responses.

¢ Use the activities in this guide to get hands-on understanding of the concepts
presented in each unit.

¢ With the Depth of Knowledge (DOK) information, you can gauge just how complex
the item is. You will see that some items ask you to recall information and others
ask you to infer or go beyond simple recall. The assessment will require all levels of
thinking.

¢ Plan your studying and schedule your time.

¢ Proper preparation will help you do your best!

Georgia Milestones American Literature and Composition EOC Study/Resource Guide for Students and Parents
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Overview of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment

OVERVIEW OF THE AMERICAN LITERATURE
AND COMPOSITION EOC ASSESSMENT

ITEM TYPES

The American Literature and Composition EOC assessment consists of
selected-response, constructed-response, extended constructed-response, and
extended writing-response items.

A selected-response item, sometimes called a multiple-choice item, is a question,
problem, or statement that is followed by four answer choices. These questions are
worth one point.

A constructed-response item asks a question, and you provide a response that you
construct on your own. These questions are worth two points. Partial credit may be
awarded if part of the response is correct.

An extended constructed-response item is a specific type of constructed-response
item that requires a longer, more detailed response. These items are worth four points.
Partial credit may be awarded.

For American Literature and Composition, you will respond to a narrative prompt based
on a passage you have read, and the response will be scored according to the rubric for
the prompt. Partial credit may be awarded.

The extended writing-response item is located in section three of the ELA EOC.
Students are expected to produce an argument or develop an informative or
explanatory response based on information read in two passages. There are three
selected response items and one two-point constructed response item to help focus
the students’ thoughts on the passages and to prepare them for the actual writing
task. The extended writing response task is scored on a 7-point scale: 4 points for
idea development, organization, and coherence, and 3 points for language usage and
conventions.

Strategies for Answering Constructed-Response Iltems
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Overview of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment

DEPTH OF KNOWLEDGE DESCRIPTORS

Items found on the Georgia Milestones assessments, including the American Literature
and Composition EOC assessment, are developed with a particular emphasis on the
kinds of thinking required to answer questions. In current educational terms, this is
referred to as Depth of Knowledge (DOK). DOK is measured on a scale of 1 to 4 and
refers to the level of cognitive demand (different kinds of thinking) required to complete
a task, or in this case, an assessment item. The following table shows the expectations
of the four DOK levels in greater detail.

The DOK table lists the skills addressed in each level as well as common question
cues. These question cues not only demonstrate how well you understand each skill but
also relate to the expectations that are part of the state standards.

Level 1—Recall of Information

Level 1 generally requires that you identify, list, or define, often asking you to recall who, what, when,
and where. This level usually asks you to recall facts, terms, concepts, and trends and may ask you
to identify specific information contained in documents, excerpts, quotations, maps, charts, tables,
graphs, or illustrations. Items that require you to “describe” and/or “explain” may be classified as
Level 1 or Level 2. A Level 1 item requires that you just recall, recite, or reproduce information.

Skills Demonstrated Question Cues

 Make observations
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Overview of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment
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Overview of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment

Level 4—Extended Reasoning

Level 4 requires the complex reasoning of Level 3 with the addition of planning, investigating,
applying significant conceptual understanding, and/or developing that will most likely require an
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Overview of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment

DEPTH OF KNOWLEDGE EXAMPLE ITEMS

Example items that represent the applicable DOK levels across various American
Literature and Composition content domains are provided on the following pages.

All example and sample items contained in this guide are the property of the
Georgia Department of Education.

Read the following passage and answer example items 1 through 3.

Margaret Atwood

Canadian writer Margaret Eleanor Atwood is the author of more than forty volumes
of poetry, children’s literature, fiction, and nonfiction, but she is best known for
her novels. They hold her readers spellbound, leaving them with much to ponder
afterward. Her work has been published in more than forty languages.

Her father’s work frequently took him and his family into the Canadian woodlands
for prolonged periods. He was an entomologist, a researcher of insects, and it was
imperative they all go where the insects were. As a result, Margaret did not attend
school regularly until eighth grade.

The youngster spent her quiet, isolated days reading. Her favorites were Grimm’s
Fairy Tales, paperback mysteries, and comic books. By six years of age, she was
writing stories of her own, and by her sixteenth year, she had decided that she
wanted to write for a living. By then, she was attending college in Toronto, and
her poems and stories were appearing regularly in her college’s respected literary
journal, Acta Victoriana.

In 1961, she graduated with honors, receiving her bachelor of arts degree in
English. That same year, she privately published Double Persephone, a collection
of her poetry, for which she won the prestigious E. J. Pratt Medal in Poetry. The
following year, she was awarded a master’s degree from Harvard University.

While teaching college in 1968, she married Jim Polk, and in the following year,

she published her first novel. Its critical success encouraged her to leave teaching
and become a full-time writer. Her sixth novel, The Handmaid’s Tale, won her the
United Kingdom’s Arthur C. Clarke Award for the best science-fiction novel of 1987.
It remains her most famous work and was adapted as a film in 1990. It was also the
basis of an opera by Danish composer Poul Ruders and lyricist Paul Bentley in 2000.

The novel, film, and opera are set in a dystopian near-future where the United
States government has become a repressive aristocracy and pollution has made
most of the population unable to have children. Atwood’s poetic prose and complex
exploration of feminist themes made her book an international best seller.

She does not consider The Handmaid’s Tale to be science fiction, however. She
prefers the term “speculative fiction,” explaining that, “For me, the science-fiction
label belongs on books with things in them that we can’t yet do. Speculative
fiction means a work that employs means already at hand and that takes place on
planet Earth.”

Now in her seventies, Atwood remains an active writer, lecturer, and environmental
activist.
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Overview of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment

Example Item 1

DOK Level 1: This is a DOK level 1 item because it requires the student to define a
grade-level vocabulary word.

Genre: Informational

American Literature and Composition Content Domain:

Georgia Milestones American Literature and Composition EOC Study/Resource Guide for Students and Parents Page 11 of 88
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Overview of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment

Example Item 2

DOK Level 2: This is a DOK level 2 item because it requires the student to reason and
analyze the material.

Genre: Informational
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Overview of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment

Example Item 3

DOK Level 3: This is a DOK level 3 item because it requires the student to compare
ideas and explain how pieces of information are related.

Genre: Informational
American Literature and Composition Content Domain: Writing and Language

Standard: ELAGSE11-12RI3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and
explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course
of the text.

The author provides information about Atwood’s early literary interests and
Atwood’s definition of “speculative fiction.” Explain how Atwood’s early reading
connects to her later writing.

Use details from the text to support your answer. Write your answer on the lines
provided.
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Overview of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment

Scoring Rubric

Points Description
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Overview of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment

Example Item 4

DOK Level 4: This is a DOK level 4 item because it requires students to synthesize
information and analyze multiple sources.

Genre: Informational
American Literature and Composition Content Domain: Writing and Language

Standard: ELAGSE11-12W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient details.

WRITING TASK

Certain American leaders have their images on this nation’s currency—both coins
and bills. Abraham Lincoln and Thomas Jefferson are on the penny and the nickel,
respectively. George Washington is on the $1 bill and older quarters. Some currency
features leaders who were not presidents, such as Alexander Hamilton and Benjamin
Franklin. The rationale for the selection of leaders can cause quite a debate, as in a
proposal to replace Ulysses S. Grant with Ronald Reagan on the $50 bill.

Weigh the claims on both sides, and then write an argumentative essay in your
own words, supporting one side of the debate in which you argue EITHER that the
portraits on United States currency should remain as they are now OR that they
should be replaced.

Be sure to use information from BOTH passages in your argumentative essay.

Before you begin planning and writing, you will read two passages. As you read
the passages, think about what details from the passages you might use in your
argumentative essay. These are the titles of the texts you will read:

1. Time to Change the $50 Bill

2. Leave Grant Alone

Georgia Milestones American Literature and Composition EOC Study/Resource Guide for Students and Parents Page 15 of 88
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Overview of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment

Time to Change the $50 Bill

On February 25, 2010, Representative Patrick McHenry (R-NC) filed bill HR 4705
in the House of Representatives. The text of the bill reads, “A bill to require the
Secretary of the Treasury to redesign the face of $50 Federal Reserve notes so as
to include a likeness of President Ronald Wilson Reagan, and for other purposes.”

The bill had thirteen co-sponsors, who argued that Reagan was a transformative
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Overview of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment

Leave Grant Alone

In 2010, HR 4705, a bill to replace Ulysses S. Grant’s picture on the $50 dollar bill
with that of Ronald Reagan, never made it out of the Finance Committee and to the
floor for a vote by all of Congress. The committee was wise to table this measure.

We like to think that our currency puts us in touch with and reminds us of our
greatness as a nation. Certainly we are familiar with George Washington and
Abraham Lincoln, but less so with Alexander Hamilton (not even a president),
Andrew Jackson, and sadly, Ulysses S. Grant. However, not only does Grant
deserve to be on our currency, he deserves the recognition that goes with it.

Reagan proponents point to the scandals that rocked Grant’s second term, such

as those involving railroad construction and finance. However, they do so by turning
a blind eye to scandals attributed to Reagan’s administration—Iran-Contra and
Arms for Hostages. Grant was wildly popular when he left office, and he would surely
have been elected to a third term had he chosen to run. While in office, he got the
tenuous post-Civil War economy back on a solid footing. Some argue that Reagan’s
handling of the economy is to blame for the difficulties of today. Time will tell, but
for now, it’s too soon.

As president, Grant worked on behalf of freed slaves and Native Americans. Even
his post-presidency was one of accomplishment, negotiating a settlement between
Japan and China.

We will have to wait to see if Reagan’s efforts bear lasting fruit. Reagan fans are
everywhere. But this is an issue that should not be decided by a fan base. For
now, | would encourage Reagan fans to take comfort in the many airports, schools,
hospitals, and federal buildings that bear the name of their hero.

Just leave Grant alone.
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Overview of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment

Now that you have read “Time to Change the $50 Bill” and “Leave Grant Alone,”
create a plan for and write your argumentative essay.

WRITING TASK

Certain American leaders have their images on this nation’s currency—both coins
and bills. Abraham Lincoln and Thomas Jefferson are on the penny and the nickel,
respectively. George Washington is on the $1 bill and older quarters. Some currency
features leaders who were not presidents, such as Alexander Hamilton and Benjamin
Franklin. The rationale for the selection of leaders can cause quite a debate, as in a
proposal to replace Ulysses S. Grant with Ronald Reagan on the $50 bill.

Weigh the claims on both sides, and then write an argumentative essay in your
own words, supporting one side of the debate in which you argue EITHER that the
portraits on United States currency should remain as they are now OR that they
should be replaced.

Be sure to use information from BOTH passages in your argumentative essay.
Write your answer on the lines on your answer document.

Before you write, be sure to:

e Think about ideas, facts, definitions, details, and other information and examples
you want to use.
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Overview of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment
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Overview of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment
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Overview of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment

The following is an example of a seven-point response. See the seven-point, two-trait
rubric for a text-based argumentative response on pages 84 and 85 to see why this
example would earn the maximum number of points.

It is curious that a controversy should surround the $50 bill because it is used so little.
| seldom have anything in my pocket but 1s, 5s, or 10s. ATM machines dispense 20s.
And the 100s actually have a nickname—Benjamins. But the 50 seems to be used
much less often.

A group does want it, though, and they want Ronald Reagan to adorn it. They clearly
remember Reagan fondly. Another group opposes the idea, and they are not fond of
Reagan’s memory. And herein lies the problem—memory. We as a nation should make
our decisions based on reflection, analysis, and objectivity, three traits that do not
apply to memory.

| do not remember Ronald Reagan, but my parents do, and they are the two smartest
people | know. My father remembers him well, having voted for him twice. My mother
remembers him well, having voted against him twice. And I, thanks to my U.S. history
class, know more about Ulysses S. Grant than either of my parents. | have considered
his role in our country’s development with reflection, analysis, and objectivity. If having
one’s image on currency is a recognition of excellence, then Grant should remain on
the bill.

As a general, he played a pivotal role in a critical event, the Civil War. He presided in
the aftermath, a truly chaotic time. Resentments remained, and yet he led the healing
of the nation. Our lives and our nation would be far different without him.

History may well show Ronald Reagan to have been of similar stature and importance,
but that will take time. In some unknown number of years, scholars will use reflection,
analysis, and objectivity to give us the real Ronald Reagan. To decide this matter
through the memories of partisans is to engage in a popularity contest. As a nation
we deserve better, and changing the $50 bill in this way would be a disservice to all
Americans.
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Overview of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment

DESCRIPTION OF TEST FORMAT AND ORGANIZATION

The American Literature and Composition EOC assessment consists of a total of
60 items. You will be asked to respond to selected-response (multiple-choice),
constructed-response, extended-response, and extended writing-response items.

The test will be given in three sections.

e You may have up to 75 minutes per section to complete Sections 1 and 2.

e You may have up to 90 minutes to complete Section 3, which includes the
writing prompt.

e The total estimated testing time for the American Literature and Composition
EOC assessment ranges from approximately 190 to 240 minutes. Total testing
time describes the amount of time you have to complete the assessment. It does
not take into account the time required for the test examiner to complete pre-
administration and post-administration activities (such as reading the standardized
directions to students).

e Sections 1 and 2 may be administered on the same day or across two consecutive
days, based on the district’s testing protocols for the EOC measures (in keeping
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Preparing for the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment

PREPARING FOR THE AMERICAN LITERATURE
AND COMPOSITION EOC ASSESSMENT

STUDY SKILLS

As you prepare for this test, ask yourself the following questions:

How would you describe yourself as a student?

What are your study skills strengths and/or weaknesses?

How do you typically prepare for a classroom test?

What study methods do you find particularly helpful?

What is an ideal study situation or environment for you?

How would you describe your actual study environment?

How can you change the way you study to make your study time more productive?

o K X XK KX

ORGANIZATION—OR TAKING CONTROL OF YOUR WORLD

e o
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Content of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment

CONTENT OF THE AMERICAN LITERATURE
AND COMPOSITION EOC ASSESSMENT

Up to this point in the guide, you have been learning how to prepare for taking the
EOC assessment. Now you will learn about the topics and standards that are assessed
in the American Literature and Composition EOC assessment and see some sample
items.

&

The first part of this section focuses on what will be tested. It also includes sample
items that will let you apply what you have learned in your classes and from this
guide.

The next part contains a table that shows the standard assessed for each item, the
DOK level, the correct answer (key), and a rationale/explanation of the right and
wrong answers.

You can use the sample items to familiarize yourself with the item formats found on
the assessment.

All example and sample items contained in this guide are the property of the
Georgia Department of Education.

The American Literature and Composition EOC assessment will assess the American
Literature and Composition standards documented at www.georgiastandards.org.

The content of the assessment is organized into two groupings, or domains, of
standards, for the purpose of providing feedback on student performance.

&5

&5

A content domain is a category that broadly describes and defines the content of
the course, as measured by the EOC assessment.

On the actual test, the standards for American Literature and Composition are
grouped into two domains that follow your classwork: Reading and Vocabulary, and
Writing and Language.

Each domain was created by organizing standards that share similar content
characteristics.

The content standards describe the level of understanding each student is expected
to achieve. They include the knowledge, concepts, and skills assessed on the EOC
assessment, and they are used to plan instruction throughout the course.
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Content of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment

SNAPSHOT OF THE COURSE

This section of the guide is organized into four units that review the material covered
within the two domains of the American Literature and Composition course. The
material is presented by topic rather than by category or standard. In each unit, you will
find sample items similar to what you will see on the EOC assessment. The next section
of the guide contains a table that shows for each item the standard assessed, the DOK
level, the correct answer (key), and a rationale/explanation about the key and options.

All example and sample items contained in this guide are the property of the
Georgia Department of Education.

The more you understand about the topics in each unit, the greater your chances of
earning a good score on the EOC assessment.
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Content of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment

READING PASSAGES AND ITEMS

The questions for Content Domains | and Il will be based on informational and literary
passages. Informational passages (nonfiction) typically share knowledge and/or
convey messages, give instructions, or relate ideas by making connections between
the familiar and unfamiliar. Informational writing is most commonly found in academic,
personal, and/or job-related areas. Examples of informational writing include letters,
biographical accounts, definitions, directions, abstracts, essays, reviews, and critiques.
You can find informational passages in newspapers, magazines, and textbooks. Here is
a short sample of what an :' £, a\(_‘ a Ja‘s,?age might look like.

The Dime Novel

What were people reading in the latter half of the nineteenth century? One popular
type of book was known as the dime novel. Dime novels were typically cheaply
made paperback books that cost about a dime. Dime novels were popular from
1860 to around the turn of the century. These short novels were often historical
action adventures or detective stories. The stories tended to be sensational and
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Content of the American Literature and Composition EOC Assessment

Test questions in this domain will ask you to analyze and apply knowledge of the
elements of literary and informational texts. For example, you will evaluate how
language affects the meaning and tone of the texts. You will also be tested on your
understanding of foundational works of American literary and historical importance.
Your answers to the questions will help show how well you can perform on the
following standards:

e Use knowledge of literary characteristics to demonstrate understanding of a variety
of texts.

e Cite strong evidence from a text to support analysis of what the text says explicitly
and what can be inferred. Determine where the text leaves matters uncertain.

e Determine the theme(s) or central idea(s) of a single text or multiple texts; analyze
the development of themes or ideas over the course of the text. Analyze how two or
more themes or central ideas interact to make the text more complex.

e Demonstrate knowledge of important works of American literature and analyze
foundational U.S. documents of historical and literary significance.

e Determine the author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is
particularly powerful or persuasive.

e Analyze a literary text in which grasping the point of view requires distinguishing
what is directly stated from what is really meant.

- Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative language and connotative meanings; analyze how word choice affects
meaning and tone.

e Understand and acquire new vocabulary and use it correctly.
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Unit 1: Reading—Literary

UNIT 1: READING—LITERARY

This unit covers identifying main ideas and details, citing textual evidence, making
inferences, determining the themes or central ideas of a text, and determining the impact
of the author’s choices on structure and meaning. Vocabulary skills covered include
determining the meaning of words and phrases, understanding figurative and connotative
meanings, analyzing word choice, and distinguishing among multiple meanings.

Examples of the types of literary texts you may find in the assessment include the
following:

e Fiction, including adventure stories, historical fiction, mysteries, myths, science
fiction, realistic fiction, allegories, parodies, satire, and graphic novels

e Drama, including plays consisting of one or more acts

e Poetry, including narrative, lyric, and free-verse poems as well as sonnets, odes,
ballads, and epics

KEY IDEAS

Fiction

Genre: A genre is a specific type of writing or literature. Each genre has a particular
style, form, and content. Genres include narrative, expository, opinion, and
argumentative writing. Literature genres include fiction, nonfiction, information,
biographies, autobiographies, histories, science fiction, drama, and poetry. In this unit,
you will be reading literary texts including fiction, drama, and poetry.

Characterization: Characterization is about the choices an author makes to reveal
(or not reveal) a character’s traits or personality. Writers may develop characters
through descriptions of their appearance, actions, and thoughts. Characters can also
be revealed through dialogue (their conversations with other characters) or through
interior monologue (their internal, unspoken thoughts).

As you read passages and prepare to answer questions on the EOC assessment, take
note of how authors present characters. Characterization may be direct or indirect:

e Direct characterization occurs when the reader is told what a character is like; a
speaker or narrator describes what he or she thinks about a character.

« Indirect characterization occurs when a reader must infer what a character is
like; the text provides clues through the character’s words, thoughts, or actions or
through other characters’ words, thoughts, or actions, but there is no evaluation or
explanation from a narrator.

Remember that many characters do not fit neatly into one “type” or another; complex
characters will often present conflicting or shifting thoughts and actions. As you read
about a character, think about the words you would use to describe him or her. If you
discover you have listed words that are very different from each other (e.g., “patient”
and “pushy”), you will want to investigate this difference: Does the character act
differently in different situations or with different people? Does the character undergo a
transformation in the passage?
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Here are some common questions about characterization:

e What do Marley’s facial expressions during the party reveal about her opinion
of Oscar?

e Which detail is the strongest evidence that Augusta has changed her mind?

e What is the MAIN difference between the banker’s and the painter’s ideas
about success?

Setting: In general, setting is when and where a narrative such as a story, drama, or
poem takes place and establishes the context for the literary work. The “when” can
include the time of day, season, historical period, or political atmosphere. The “where”
can be as focused as a room in a house or as broad as a country. You may be asked to
determine why the setting is important or how the setting affects the interpretation of a
text. The setting can clarify conflict, illuminate character, affect the mood, and act as a
symbol.

Structure: Literature commonly follows a specific unifying pattern or plot structure. The
most common structure of a novel or story is chronological. The story is arranged in
order of time from the beginning to the end. The following structures are less common:

* An epistolary novel is a novel written in the form of letters, diary/journal entries,
postcards, or e-mails. There may be several letter writers, but the author is
omniscient. Alice Walker’s The Color Purple is an example of a contemporary
epistolary novel.

e In a frame narrative
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Point of view is who is telling the story. It can be told in first person, second person, or
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Tone is the author’s implied attitude toward the audience or subject. Tone is
established by the author through diction (word choice), syntax (the order in
which words are placed), and rhetoric (language choices and techniques used to
communicate perspective and to modify the perspectives of others).

Tone can apply to a text as a whole or to a portion of the text. For example, the overall
tone of a politician’s speech might be formal, but a section that relates to a personal
experience might be warm and casual.

Mood: Sometimes called “atmosphere,” mood is the overall feeling or emotion the
author establishes by the choice of words and language, the actions of the characters,
and the setting. Mood is sometimes confused with tone. Tone is the attitude a writer
puts into a subject; mood is the feeling the reader experiences from it.

This is an example of a question about the literary characteristics of fiction:

Read the following passage.

1 .
from Litte W_, e by Louisa May Alcott

Laurie lay luxuriously swinging to and fro in his hammock one warm September
afternoon, wondering what his neighbours were about, but too lazy to go and find
out. He was in one of his moods; for the day had been both unprofitable and
unsatisfactory, and he was wishing he could live it over again. The hot weather made
him indolent, and he had shirked his studies, tried Mr. Brooke’s patience to the
utmost, displeased his grandfather by practicing half the afternoon, frightened the
maid-servants half out of their wits by mischievously hinting that one of his dogs was
going mad, and, after high words with the stableman about some fancied neglect of
his horse, he had flung himself into his hammock, to fume over the stupidity of the
world in general.

Which line BEST illustrates the anxious mood of the passage?

A. “...he had shirked his studies. . . .”

B. “...hehad... tried Mr. Brooke’s patience to the utmost. . . .”

C. “...hehad... frightened the maid-servants half out of their wits by mischievously
hinting that one of his dogs was going mad. . . .”

D. “...he had flung himself into his hammock, to fume over the stupidity of the world
in general”

The mood of the passage is anxious, and the statement that best illustrates this is
choice (D). Laurie’s action (“flung himself”) and thoughts (“fume over the stupidity”)
best illustrate the distress and apprehensiveness that run throughout the passage
and contribute to its anxious atmosphere. Choices (A), (B), and (C) all suggest a
feeling of discontent, but choice (D) is the best answer because it vividly reflects the
overall anxious mood
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Theme is the deeper message of a text. It refers to a universal statement about life
and/or society that can be discerned from the reading of a text. The theme of a literary
work is often the meaning you take away from it. The theme is not the same as the
topic or central idea, which focuses strictly on the content. The theme is also not the
same as the plot. Most literary works have one or more themes that are expressed
through the plot. To help you identify a work’s theme or themes, you might ask yourself:
Why did the author have this happen? What point do you think the author was trying to
make? What greater significance might this event have?

The following example may help you understand:
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talk to others. A monologue is a long speech by one character in which the character
speaks about his or her thoughts and feelings.

Political drama is a drama or play with a political component, advocating a certain
point of view or describing a political event.

Modern drama explores themes of alienation and disconnectedness. Modern drama,
which became popular in the early 1900s, strives to let the audience feel as if it is
peering in on real-life situations and experiencing real-life emotions.

Theatre of the Absurd refers to plays written in the 1950s and 1960s with the basic
belief that human existence is absurd, or without meaning. The play itself often lacks
the usual conventions of plot, character, or setting. Edward Albee’s The American
Dream (1960) is considered the first American absurdist drama.

Poetry

Test questions about poetry will have you identify and demonstrate an understanding of
literary elements, devices, and structures that are particular to poetry. For example, you
will need to know the ways in which poetic devices appeal to the senses. You